ill-judged new (!) departures in practice than a knowledge of what had been done in the l)ast. As men who aimed at being scientific, could we afford to do without the knowledge of the experience, and of the reflexion upon experience, of over 2,000 years of practice'? Therefore hie would say let retrospect always precede the new departure. Furtlher, the student needed a brief statement or survey of the fundamental teachings which have presentday acceptance. Medical treatises were called "Principles and Practice," but he would ask where were the principles? The aphorisms of Hippocrates constituted one of the most celebrated books of antiquity. Those aphorisms emnbodied in concentrated form the wisdom of the past: they were the guiding principles of practitioners for many centuries. But was the present-day student ever taught to even look at them? They were apparently only for the curious, and by them they were regarded only as literature. He was sure they were at present on the wrong lines, and they would not get back to the right ones until they had got more into touch with the past. As to the best placing of the historical survey and of the summary of guiding rules in the curriculum of the medical student, he was not so clear as that we ought to have both. Whether they should form part of the materia-medica course, or should come in with the lectures on medicine might be a matter of debate.
The teaching of therapeutics in hospital wards came next, but he would leave the dealing with that subject to others. The essential thing was that at the bedside the practical element-demonstration should always be foremost, Dr. CALVERT said he thought that from the practical point of view they would improve the teaching of therapeutics in the wards if there were a little more independent prescribing, if tlhe prescriber depended less on the hiospital pharmacopoeia. The hospital pharmacopoeia was very valuable, and was absolutely necessary for the easier working of the dispensary. Still, at least in the wards, there might with advantage be a little more independent prescribing. The student should be taught how to prescribe more thoroughly than he was at the present time. The tendency at the present time was to send a man into practice chained to his hospital pharmacopoia, so thalt when at the bedside of a patient, having made his diagnosis, he determined from his pharmacological knowledge to use this and that drug, he could do so if the desired combination chanced to be in his hospital pharmacopceia; otherwise he tended to reclinie upon the tablets of the manufacturing chemists. These tablets, no doubt, were often very useful, but they did not necessarily give a man just what he wanted, nor the form in which he wanted it. And if he had not adequate knowledge, he was rightly afraid to prescribe on his own, for he was almost sure to come to grief over it, and he might do something dangerous. He had known men prescribe the mistura hydrag. perchlor. cum pot. iod., which was found in every hospital pharmacopeia, for a syphilitic case, and then, to counteract the depressive action of the drugs, to have added liq. strychninae hyd. lllv. Now this particular mistura by interaction contains a double iodide of mercury and potassium, and a double iodide is an extremely well known precipitant of alkaloids; therefore all the strychnine is precipitated to the bottom of the bottle. That kind of thing was happening constantly, because men were not properly taught prescribing. In the dispensary at St. Bartholomew's, at the present time, they keep a special syrup of lemons made from the peel, for the following reason: Syrup of lemons of the British Pharmacopoeia is a very popular flavouring agent; it is made from the lemon juice, and therefore contains much free citric acid. The house staff often forget the presence of the free acid and send in prescriptions of which the following may be taken as an example: Salicylate of sodium 10 gr., ammonium carbonate 5 gr., made nice with syrup of lemons. The acid effervesces with the ammonium carbonate and seizes the sodium of the salicylate, and the salicylic acid, being insoluble, is precipitated to the bottom of the bottle. Therefore, the dispensary keeps a syrup of lemons, made from the peel, which does not contain any free acid. There were many such simple things which were never taught to the students, but it was very desirable they should be. No one could prescribe independently with success unless he knew the common incompatibles. Some slight recognition of incompatibility ought to occur in examinations, as men could not be made to take much interest in anything which did not promise an examination reward; for this he did not blame them, as they were already overburdened with work.
Dr. R. HUTCHISON said he would like to deal with the subject from the point of view which Dr. Sainsbury omitted--namely, that of the hospital physician working in London-for although he had listened with admiration to the syllabus described by Professor Osler as obtaining at the Johns Hopkins Hospital, it was an admiration tinged with envy, and regret that it was an impossible system here. He believed it to be the case that the Johns Hopkins men were picked men, and he was sure the ordinary English student could not, with advantage, be put through a curriculum of that sort, even were there enough assistants to carry it out. So that one had to work on the oldfashioned lines. One question which had not been raised in the discussion, but a preliminary one of some importance, was as to the extent to which it was necessary to teach therapeutics to the student at all; for it might be argued that if one had made a correct diagnosis, the treatment ought to follow as a matter of course. Certainly if it were to be a fight between diagnosis a.nd therapeutics, as to which should have most attention in the wards, he would lean to diagnosis. If one turned out a student who was not good at diagnosis, he was not likely to be successful in treatment. He was not saying that therapeutics should not be taught at all, but he believed, on deeper reflection, that it was not the important subject in the curriculum which many people imagined. Not only was it unnecessary, from one point of view, to teach therapeutics, but there was much in therapeutics that it was impossible to teach at all. He thought every practical physician would admit that the power of healing " was a thing which could not be taught. Some doctors were good healers, others were not, and probably that was largely a psychical
